
We have had a wonderful time celebrating Galcom’s “Pearl” 

Anniversary throughout 2019. It has been good to reflect on 

30 years of God’s goodness and provision with our partners 

across the country. We have been looking back on some 

seminal events and retelling the old stories: the story of Allan 

being called by God to make a fix-tuned, solar-powered radio 

while serving in Northern Kenya; the story of the first license 

for a radio station being granted in Greenland after eight 

solid years of prayer; the story of our team getting stranded 

at sea on the way to South Caicos Island to do station repairs; 

the story of God miraculously supplying the funds to produce 

an extra 30,000 radios for South Sudan. We could go on and 

on recounting God’s faithfulness, but there is one story that is 

most important of all.

The most important story is the one that is shared on 

broadcasts from the more than 160 radio stations we have 

built, and is heard on the almost 1,500,000 radios that have 

been distributed in 150 countries. That is the story of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, and that He died for the sins of every 

single person on earth and rose again, conquering sin and 

death and guaranteeing us a future with Him through faith.

In Matthew 13, Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven 

(relationship with God) to a “pearl of great price.” When it 

is found, the merchant who finds it sells all that he has to 

attain it. The meaning of the parable is that relationship with 

God is worth more than anything - or everything - else on 

earth. We should be willing to trade everything we have for 

relationship with God through Jesus Christ. There are billions 

of people trying to find meaning and purpose in life, trying 

to find that pearl. Unfortunately for them, that pearl may be 

almost impossible to find. The 

Bible is not written in their 

language, or missionaries 

cannot enter the country or 

region where they live. That 

is why we believe so strongly 

in using radio to reach these 

people with information 

on how to find the “pearl”. 

Borders cannot block radio signals like they can block people 

from entering a country. With 70% of the world’s population 

being non-readers, audio Scriptures and Bible storying is the 

only way to reach them.

As we look ahead to our next 30 years, we are striving to help 

more people find that pearl of great price. We want more 

people to experience a deep, meaningful, saving relationship 

with Jesus Christ. Thank you for your partnership with us 

these first 30 years, and please continue to pray for us as we 

look to the future, sharing the love of God around the world 

through radio.

With you in Christ’s service,

Tim Whitehead
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UPCOMING EVENTS
December 3-10  Hope Church Toronto West Trip to Haiti

January 31-February 1 Missions Fest Vancouver

February 7-9  Missionfest Manitoba, Winnipeg

February 21-23    Missions Fest Alberta, Edmonton

February 25-28    National Religious Broadcasters 
     Convention, Nashville, TN

Moyo Base Camp, Uganda
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I took a team of six men to do radio outreach in Albania. Each man 

was bringing 200 ImpaX players into the country. The units are solar-

powered with a fix-tuned radio tuned to the Christian FM radio station 

in Korçë called Radio Emanuel. Each unit also contained the Albanian 

Bible in audio form. This meant that each of us had two suitcases full 

of radios plus our own personal belongings in a third suitcase. The total 

number of radios carried in by the seven of us was 1,400. At $30 each, 

we were bringing in $42,000 worth of radios/audio Bibles.

Now the policy, to our knowledge, in Albania is that people can bring 

in gifts of items and not have to pay duty on them. However, if the 

security officer decides to stop you, you have to then go through Customs 

and you can pay up to 20% of the value of the items you are bringing 

in. Some of my team members were getting a bit nervous as we were 

landing. I was thinking, “Lord, can we trust you by faith to get not only 

my 200 ImpaX players through Customs but also another 1,200 from the 

other six men?” We had all the documentation prepared to show these 

players were a gift to the people of Albania, but that doesn’t always 

satisfy an inspector. If it didn’t, I would be in big trouble. I didn’t have that 

kind of money available. But, Lord, You have said, “I am the Lord your God 

who takes hold of your right hand and says to you; do not fear, I will help 

you.” I knew I had to trust Him to somehow help us through Customs.

Now what do you think 

happened? I have to say, 

God must have a sense of 

humour since I have never 

witnessed this happening 

before. Just as we were 

going through security 

and preparing to have 

our passports stamped, a 

strange thing happened.  

A lady in her mid-thirties 

was just a few people 

in front of me and went 

to the wicket to get her 

passport stamped. As she 

proceeded to baggage 

pick-up just beyond 

this point, she started 

screaming in Albanian and running around the crowd of people who were 

waiting for the conveyor belt to start. The screaming continued as she 

jostled her way in and around the crowd. One security officer tried to 

carefully restrain her to one spot. 

In the meantime, I went to get seven carts for our baggage. As I look back 

now, I really believe the Lord prompted me to do this rather than watch 

what was going on. As I pushed this many carts toward the conveyor belt, 

though, I was thinking that I was going to be attracting a lot of attention. 

However, this lady seemed to be the main focus for everyone in the area, 

and by now most of the security people had converged on this lady to 

try to subdue her. A quick glance at the inspection area showed it was 

deserted and everyone was just walking through. Our men loaded up the 

carts and headed for the exit. Not one suitcase was held up, not one item 

searched, not a single penny charged for all of these players.

Having reached the parking lot, we saw Tani Baraku, the director of 

Radio Emanuel. He could hardly believe what he was seeing: he had been 

prepared for a long wait. On many occasions when he was bringing in 

radios or other items it would take hours to get all the documentation 

gathered up and duly stamped to prove to customs that these things were 

gifts to the people of Albania. And lately, these customs people have been 

nailing people with unduly high customs charges, when the items should 

have cleared without any cost. Anyway, I hope they were able to get help 

for the lady involved, who was in such a frantic state.

All I can say is, God’s ways are not our ways. In the end, He proved that 

He was prepared to take us by the right hand and help us. We had no 

need to fear. Thank you, Lord, and thank you for listening to our prayer 

and leading us in amazing ways.

seven carts through
customS

This is an excerpt from Galcom’s new devotional book, Thirty Days of Faith. Please see the enclosed slip to secure your copy!

Now what do you think happened? I have to say, God must have a sense of humour!

Allan in Albania, 2013
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In the USA Phone: 813-933-8111     
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“Spending of funds is confined to programs and projects approved by the organization. Each 
restricted contribution designated toward such an approved program or project will be used 
as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a program or project has 
been met or cannot be completed for any reason determined by the organization, the remaining 
restricted contributions will be used where needed most. Gifts are acknowledged and receipted 
with an official receipt for income tax purposes.”

galcom around the world

Greenland
Galcom Stations Installed: 15
Largest Partnering Ministry: 
Inuunerup Nutaap Ogaluffia

Galcom Partner since  
2003

Indonesia
Galcom Stations Installed: 5
Largest Partnering Ministry: 

FEBC
Galcom Partner since  

2010

Colombia
Radios Distributed: 112,050
Largest Partnering Ministry: 

Colombia Para Cristo
Galcom Partner since  

1992

Bolivia
Radios Distributed: 75,455

Largest Partnering Ministry: 
Pioneers Canada

Galcom Partner since  
2004

South Sudan
Radios Distributed: 136,200
Largest Partnering Ministry:  

Every Village
Galcom Partner since  

2012

Tanzania
Galcom Stations Installed: 4
Largest Partnering Ministry:  

Reach Beyond
Galcom Partner since  

2002

Moldova
Radios Distributed: 16,000
Largest Partnering Ministry:  

Little Samaritan Mission
Galcom Partner since  

1995

Haiti
Radios Distributed: 80,892
Largest Partnering Ministry:  

Radio 4VEH
Galcom Partner since  

1992

A sampling of Galcom’s work 
in various countries 
throughout our 
30 years in ministry


